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Instructions for Authors

Method & Theory in the Study of Religion is the Journal of the North American Assiociation for the
Study of Religion. Contributors are invited to submit articles, essays, responses to articles
published in MTSR, and brief communications (not exceeding 1200 words) to the editors at the
address on p. ii of the journal.

Initial submission

Electronic manuscript submissions are preferred (via email attachment) in MS Word (.doc) or

RTF format. If authors submit papers for consideration via surface mail, they should submit three

copies of each manuscript. It should be double-spaced throughout, including notes and

references, on A4 or letter-sized paper, leaving wide margins. Copies should be unreduced and

single-sided. A short abstract (not exceeding 150 words) should be submitted with each

manuscript. Electronic manuscripts should be prepared as follows:

e Begin flush left throughout, including titles, headings, and lists. However, the first lines of
new paragraphs (except those immediately after headings) should be indented.

o The text must be “endless” with “hard” carriage returns only at the end of paragraphs. Do not
use right-margin justification or hyphenation.

e Do not use the space bar to indicate indentation; use the tab or a paragraph code.

e Use a normal font throughout. Do not use reduced type size in block quotations, epigraphs,
notes or references. Do not use running heads. Avoid boldface or uppercase letters to indicate
emphasis. Indicate words, phrases and bibliographic references by italicizing.

Format and automatically number notes using your program, with note numbers as superscripts
in your text. Notes should be included as footnotes, and not as endnotes. Notes should be kept to
an absolute minimum and not be used to supply references.

Proofs

Authors receive proofs for correction which must be returned by dates determined by the
publication schedule.

References

References in the main text are to be enclosed in brackets and give the name of the author/editor,
year of publication and page(s). For example: (Smart 1974: 22-24); “Victor Turner’s remarks (1972:
340) on the liminal period ...”; in case of multiple authors, cite first name plus “et al.”.

Complete page references must be given (do not use “f.”or “ff.”) and the full citation repeated (do
not use “ibid.”, “op. cit.”, “loc. cit.”, etc.). The reference section should contain all works cited
and only those. The list should appear in alphabetical order of author/editor, with complete
bibliographical detail, including the name of publishers and place(s) of publication: in case of
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multiple authors the names of all authors must be given as they appear on the work cited (do not
reduce first names to initials).

Article titles should be in sentence case (capitalize letters only at beginning and following colons),
and should not be indicated by quotation marks.

Dawson, Lorne L. (1990a). Sui generis phenomena and disciplinary axioms: Rethinking Pals’
proposal. Religion 20(1): 38-51.

— (1990b). Self-affirmation, freedom, and rationality: Theoretically elaborating “active”
conversions. Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 29(2): 141-163.

Geertz, Clifford (1966). Religion as a cultural system. In M. Banton (ed.), Anthropological Approaches
to the Study of Religion, 121-135. London: Tavistock.

Lawson, E. Thomas & Robert McCauley (1990). Rethinking Religion: Connecting Cognition and Culture.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Turner, Jonathan (1991). The Structure of Sociological Theory. 5th edition. Belmont: Wadsworth.

Book Reviews

Book reviews should generally not exceed 2000 words and must be returned to the Editor within
three months of receipt of the book. Reviewers should follow the manuscript preparation and
style instructions given above.

Consent to publish

Transfer of copyright

By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to
the publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author
needs to sign the Consent to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript.

Open Access

In case the author wishes to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open
option, which allows for a non-exclusive Open Access publication in exchange for an Article
Publishing Fee, and sign a special Brill Open Consent to Publish.

More information on Brill’s policy on Open Access can be found on http://brill.nl/openaccess.
The Brill Open Consent to Publish can be downloaded from http://brill.nl/downloads/BrillOpen-
Consent-to-Publish.pdf.

Fulfillment

Upon publication contributors will be granted access to MTSR online. A PDF file of their
published article or review will be downloadable for 60 days after notification (by email). Also,
authors of an article are entitled to one complimentary copy of the issue in which their article or
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review appears, free of charge. Book review authors do not receive a printed copy.

Contact details
Submissions and other correspondence should be sent to the following address:

Method & Theory in the Study of Religion
c/o Prof. Matt Day

Department of Religion

MO05 Dodd Hall

Florida State University

Tallahassee, FL 32306-1520

USA

Email: mday@fsu.edu
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